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he acknowledged with much warmth the hospitality which the
people of Calcutta had shown him, which had made him feel more
keenly than ever that he was an Indian of Indians.
On 1st of April, Pherozeshah returned to Bombay, loaded with
honours, and was welcomed at the Byculla station by a large number
of friends and admirers. The city had decided to give him a hearty
reception and had arranged various entertainments in his honour.
Public enthusiasm was intense, and there was a general desire to
commemorate his services in a tangible form. Some suggested the
erection of a statue; others wanted a more ambitious and useful
memorial. All classes of people vied with each other to do honour
to one who had come to be regarded as " the uncrowned King of
Bombay."
Shortly after his arrival, Pherozeshah was re-elected to the Pro-
vincial Council by the Corporation. In view of the fact that his
duties as a member of the Supreme Council sometimes took him
away from Bombay, there was some talk of bringing forward a new
candidate, but there being a strong feeling that he was indispensable,
he consented to be proposed for re-election, and was unanimously
returned as the representative of the Corporation. It was in the
natural course of things, for, as a writer observed, his influence in
civic affairs was so predominant that the records of the Corporation
in recent years might be searched almost, if not quite in vain, for an
instance in which any proposition or amendment he had brougjbit
forward had not been carried. On one occasion, when the question of
the Police charges was under consideration^ the Corporation had
actually postponed a decision, as Pherozeshah happened to be away.
The Ripon Club was appropriately enough the first in Bombay m
offer its homage. The head of the Parsi community, the tfakd Sir
Jamsetjee Jejeebhoy, presided over a large and distinguished com-
pany, and paid a handsome tribute to "the force of character, the
steady aim, the zeal, industry and fearless eloquence " with which the
Bombay Member of the Supreme Legislative Council had always
carried on the fight for liberty and progress. Pherozeshah in his reply
begged them to put a stop to his being demoralized by all those
kindly demonstrations, which he himself regarded as an appreciation
of the inauguration of the new era. After detailing some of his